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Generations of Bloomington residents have called
Bloomington High School home during their teenage
years, and that sense of Raider community grows
stronger every year.
"Being the only high school in Bloomington means
you have years and years of tradition and pride.
We’re the flagship school in District 87 where
everyone ends up. There is no school rivalry within
the district because everyone becomes a Raider,"
said Principal Tim Moore.
BHS is a welcoming environment for students and
staff, with adults always showing support for every
Raider in the school.
The high school offers endless opportunities for
students, fitting every interest and passion, said
Mr. Moore. Students have reported finding their
footing after getting involved in theater, National
Honor Society, athletics, art, music, or Advanced
Placement classes.
BHS is the most diverse high school in McLean
County, with more than 17 foreign countries
represented by students and staff, creating a rich
blend of cultures under one roof.
Mr. Moore said he can walk into the student center
or cafeteria any day and see all students interacting
together.

"We've worked hard as a school to embrace
everyone. We need to continue to connect with kids
to keep that constantly improving," he said.
Mr. Moore said he takes pride in the staff who help
lead the education of over 1,500 students.
"They are talented from a teaching standpoint, but
they also embrace the culture and importance of
building relationships with students," he said.
Any time a new family moves to the community and
the student may be nervous about starting school,
Mr. Moore tells them, "You're a Raider now. You
belong here."
And as the saying goes — Once a Raider, always a
Raider!



Going Old School

A cornerstone of BHS and all high school education
in Central Illinois, the Bloomington Area Career
Center provides opportunities for students to
explore careers and experiment with different
skills before entering the workforce after
graduation. The BACC serves students from 17 high
schools in the area. 
BACC offers programs in automotive, nursing,
cosmetology, criminal justice, EMT, culinary,
construction and more.
The vocational school sends a large group of
students to the Skills USA career and technical
competition each year, both on the state and
national level.
A group of skilled staff work in the specialized
classrooms to prepare students for professionalism.

Bloomington Area Career Center

The first high school was built in 1868, but was in need of replacement by the 1890s. A new high
school opened in 1897 on the corner of Market and Monroe, the current location of the district
administrative office. The 1917 high school was designed by Arthur Pillsbury and was built on the
500 block of East Washington Street, later serving as the junior high. The current high school
opened in 1959 with a mid century modern design. The sprawling BHS campus sits in the middle of
Bloomington with an impressive multi-purpose field to the south- the Fred Carlton Field. 

This version of the high school was built in 1897 on the
corner of Market and Monroe.

This photo from the McLean County Museum of History
shows the graduating class of 1898.

The school colors of purple and gold have an interesting back story. The class of
1890 decided to pay tribute to a peer who passed away - Donald Murray, who
drowned in 1889. Donald loved purple and gold pansies. To honor him, they wore
purple and gold ribbons. That action led to the high school and district adopting
purple and gold as the official colors. 
"When I see the school stationery wearing our colors and the yards of football
streamers now worn by the present-day students, I wonder if they know they are
paying tribute to a dearly beloved boy, member of the class of 1890," said Celia
Dean Albee in the 1931 BHS Aegis.


